
It is important to chart the growth over time of our 

nonprofit arts and cultural industry. It allows us to 

identify trends and take action to safeguard this vital 

economic sector.

Every five years, the Lehigh Valley Arts Council 

partners with the Americans for the Arts to administer the

Arts & Economic Prosperity Study in our region. In 2016,

ninety-eight nonprofit arts and cultural organizations in
Lehigh, Carbon, and Northampton counties submitted their
expenditure data and attendance figures for their fiscal
year ending 2015. 

The results have just been released and are noteworthy
on may levels.

1) After twenty years of double-digit growth, 
attendance figures to nonprofit arts and 
cultural events dropped by 1.4 million 
persons.

2) The nonprofit arts and cultural industry 
remains a big business in the Lehigh 
Valley—generating a total of $186.4 
million dollars annually in economic 
activity, supporting nearly 7,000 
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The 2017 annual membership reception welcomes 

members and their friends to celebrate the launch of

the Power of Story project, an advocacy campaign that

emphasizes through personal reflection how the arts trans-

form lives. On Wednesday, July 12, 2017, from 5:30 p.m.

to 7:30 p.m., the Lehigh Valley Arts Council hosts the 

festivities at the Penn State / RE:find Pop-up Gallery (fka

the Moravian Book Shop in Allentown), with an exhibit of

recent work by international artist and native son Thomas

Mann. You are invited to “pop in” and share a moment

when the arts touched your life.

The arts tell us stories about what it means to be

human and keep us connected to each other. So, what’s

your story? Maybe your most memorable arts experience

or a creative accomplishment. Or a tale about the power of

the arts to heal the spirit or simply create joy. If you are

suffering from a little writer’s block, the Arts Council has

arranged for hands-on activities and interactive activities to

inspire you. Videographer Marco Calderon will also be 

on-site to capture your story on film, and storyteller Mary

Wright will demonstrate how to craft a compelling story.

Stories drive action. They generate awareness, increase

engagement, and influence behavior by appealing to 

emotion. A new web portal to a collection of stories will

debut at the event, and the invitation to submit extends to

the entire community. Add your voice in the medium of

your choice: a song, a poem, a video, an image, or the

written word.

Featured guest Thomas Mann will speak about a new

chapter in the story he is writing—a community arts 

residency titled “Trajectory Heart.” Mann is creating a 

new sculpture during the month of July with a small team

of students and professional artists in a makeshift studio 

on the Arts Walk. Guests are invited to visit his studio

around the corner, see the work, and hear his plans to 

document how the public interacts with the sculpture as it

tours the region. 
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What’s Your Story… (continued)

The recent rumblings about drastically cutting the

National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment

for the Humanities, and the Corporation for Public Broad-

casting are cause to mobilize support for continued govern-

ment funding. “Every story strengthens arts advocacy, 

many stories command attention,” says Executive Director

Randall Forte. “Together, we can raise our collective voice

for support of the arts in the Lehigh Valley!”

This annual get-together is a popular occasion for 

members to renew their connection to the arts and to each

other—the more the merrier! Refreshments are provided.

Admission is free for members; nonmembers pay $10. 

For more information about submitting a story, visit

LVArtsCouncil.org. RSVP for the event at info@lvarts

council.org or 610-437-5915. 

Whose Business… (continued)

Your Passport to the Arts

full-time equivalent jobs, and delivering 
$18.8 million in local and state revenues.

3) Arts engagement remains strong to the 
health and welfare of our community, as 
evidenced by the 6,952 volunteers who 
donated 323,354 hours in 2015 to these 
organizations.

Join us on September 8, 2017, for the Whose Business 
is the Arts? public forum at DeSales University as the com-
munity gathers to assess the state of the nonprofit arts in 
the region and examine mutually beneficial solutions. To 
register, visit LVArtsCouncil.org.

The Lehigh Valley Arts Council announces to the commu-

nity the release of the new ARTix Passport to the Arts, 

a buy-one, get-one-free ticket to twenty arts and cultural

venues through June 30, 2018. Dance, musical, theatrical,

and historical offerings are just some of the travel destina-

tions offered by the passport.

“This year marks the twentieth anniversary of this suc-

cessful arts marketing promotion,” says Executive Director

Randall Forte. “When we come together to promote all of

the arts in the region, everyone wins: The arts consumer has

more choices, the organizations attract larger audiences, and

local businesses thrive.” 

Over the years, the Arts Council has increased the circu-

lation of ARTix and opened the door wider for all people to

enjoy the arts. Real estate and corporate relocation offices

give passports to new residents relocating to the Valley.

Local health networks encourage volunteers to enjoy the arts

as part of a healthy lifestyle. Additionally, the social service

sector offers ARTix to its clients with disabilities, allowing

them affordable access to disability-friendly events. There is

definitely something for everyone to enjoy, from symphonic

to folk music, fine arts to vintage cars, Shakespeare to Broad-

way musicals—fun and entertainment for the entire family. 

The most direct way to receive your very own ARTix

Passport to the Arts is simply to join the Arts Council. An

Individual Membership is reasonably priced at $40 annually.

With passport in hand, start planning your itinerary today

and build your circle of arts friends. Members also receive

discounts to workshops and conferences, subscriptions to the

bimonthly Inside the Arts / Arts Calendar and to Lehigh 

Valley Style, and free admission to the annual summer and

fall membership receptions. 

ARTix Passport is made possible through the Premiere

sponsorship of Peoples Security Bank & Trust and the sup-

port of Christmas City Printing, The County of Lehigh, and

The Harry C. Trexler Trust.

Inside the Arts is a bimonthly publication of the Lehigh Valley

Arts Council, 840 Hamilton St., Suite 201, Allentown, PA 18101.
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Our Mission: To promote the value of the arts, foster 

collaboration in the community, and

encourage arts engagement for all people 

in the Lehigh Valley.

The Lehigh Valley Arts Council is a 

Pennsylvania Partner in the Arts, 

a program of the PCA.
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Alan Meyerson

announces his
new book, First

Steps to Jazz

Improvisation,

which breaks
down the most commonly used musical
harmonies into “three rules” using only
major scales. 

Visual artist Jacqueline Meyerson

was featured in June at the 12th Bien-
nial IAPS Pastelworld Exhibition at the
Hotel Albuquerque, New Mexico. Her

Inside the ArtsPage 4

NONPROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID

LEHIGH VALLEY, PA

PERMIT NO. 147

gathering evidence

The impact of the arts in a community is
both real and elusive, something of a 

paradox to measure. However, we can find
abundant evidence in our region’s economic

story and in personal stories of engagement.
As kids we learned our numbers before we learned the alphabet, so let’s

begin with the data. The Arts & Economic Prosperity 5 study reported a 
1.4 million drop in attendance and a $21.6 million decline in annual eco-
nomic activity in our region. On September 8, the Whose Business is the
Arts? public forum will address the reasons. Meanwhile, the nonprofit arts
industry in the Lehigh Valley drew 3.6 million people and generated $186.4
million in economic activity. That’s very impressive!

The Power of Story project invites you to share a moment when the arts
touched your life. Making art is very hands-on, and like stories, increases
engagement. The individuals attending a performance or exhibit are also
active participants in the arts process. We are all storytellers.

Individual

Cheryl Cherry
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award-winning pastel painting, Allan Street, was one of the few selected among
the thousands of worldwide entries.

The NEA awarded an Art Works Award of $10,000 to ArtsQuest, Touch-

stone Theatre, and Zoellner Arts Center for the Cirque It! Festival taking 
place from July 14 to 16. An additional $10,000 Art Works Award was granted 
to Touchstone Theatre to support the Young Playwrights’ Lab.


